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(54) CAMERA 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve operability in the case of selecting an area oy 
providing an area selection means, on the photographing lens side, for 
selecting an optional area from plural areas on the screen. 
CONSTITUTION: The area selection means for selecting the optional area 
from the plural area on the screen, for example, a range-finding point 
selection member 1 is provided on the photographing lens 4 side and at a 
position near to the thumb or the forefinger of a hand holding the lens 4. 
A function setting member 8 setting a custom function includes a function 
for setting to what direction a range-finding point is moved from the 
present position of the range- finding point when a range-finding point 
selection member 1 is operated. At the time of selecting the range-finding 
point the custom function is used first so as to set the moving direction 
in the case of selecting the range-finding point by a function setting 
member 8 and an electronic dial 6. By pushing the member 1 once, the 
range-finding point is moved positional^ by one to the right (or the left} 
from the present selected position. Meanwhile, the same operation is 
performed by a range-finding point selection member 2 on a camera main 
body 7 side. 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Pat nt Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 . This document has been translated by computer.So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2 **** s hows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS ____ _____ 

[Claim(s)] „ . _ , . 

[Claim 1] The camera characterized by preparing the field selection means for choosing fields more arbitrary than the 

inside of two or more fields in a screen in a taking-lens side. 

[Claim 2] The camera characterized by having prepared the 1st field selection means for choosing fields more arbitrary 
than the inside of two or more fields in a screen in the main part side of a camera, and preparing the 2nd field selection 
means with the same function in a taking-lens side. , • . , e 

[Claim 3] The camera according to claim 2 characterized by preparing the means for switching as which at least one ot 
the field selection means of the above 1st and the 2nd field selection means is operated as a field selection means. 
[Claim 4] Two or more aforementioned fields are cameras according to claim 1, 2, or 3 characterized by being the 
ranging field used for measuring photographic subject distance. 

[Claim 5] Two or more aforementioned fields are cameras according to claim 1, 2, or 3 characterized by being a focal 
detection field for detecting punctate [of focal detection optical system]. 

[Claim 6] Two or more aforementioned fields are cameras according to claim 1, 2, or 3 characterized by being the 
photometry field used for measuring photographic subject brightness. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] this invention relates to improvement of a camera which has a field selection means for 

choosing fields more arbitrary than the inside of two or more fields in a screen. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The ranging point selection member for drawing 8 being drawing showing the side of the 
conventional single-lens reflex camera, and 101 operating a ranging point optional feature and 102 are focus rings used 
in case a release button and 103 are carried out with an interchangeable lens and 104 carries out focus adjustment by 
manual operation. 105 is an electronic dial for changing shutter speed, a drawing value, etc. 106 is a main part of a 
camera, a functional setup for 107 setting up a function according to liking of a photography person - it is a member 
[0003] the ranging point selection which is a ranging point selection means as the conventional single-lens reflex 
camera is shown in drawing 8 - a member 101 is arranged to the main part 106 side of a camera ~ having - **** ~ 
this ranging point selection ~ change of a ranging point was possible by pushing a member 1 01 and rotating the 
electronic dial 105 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, since there were many functions performed with the right hand 
while the operation is complicated, since the ranging point selection means is arranged as mentioned above at the same 
hand (usually right hand) side as operating the release button 102 of the main part 106 of a camera, the burden was 
large. 

[0005] (The purpose of invention) The 1 st purpose of this invention is offering the camera which can raise the 
operability of field selection. 

[0006] The 2nd purpose of this invention is offering the camera which can use the field selection means of those who 

are easy to use, and can perform field selection quickly while attaining the 1 st purpose of the above. 

[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain the 1st purpose of the above, this invention of a claim 1 and four to 
6 publication has prepared the field selection means for choosing fields more arbitrary than the inside of two or more 
fields in a screen in the taking-lens side. 

[0008] In order to attain the 2nd purpose of the above, this invention according to claim 2 to 6 The 1st field selection 
means for choosing fields more arbitrary than the inside of two or more fields in a screen is prepared in the main part 
side of a camera. The 2nd field selection means is prepared in a taking-lens side, and it is made the composition as 
which at least one of the field selection means of the above 1st and the 2nd field selection means may be operated as a 
field selection means. 
[0009] 

[Example] Hereafter, this invention is explained in detail based on the example of illustration. 

[0010] The ranging point selection member which drawingl is the side elevation of the single-lens reflex camera in 

the 1st example of this invention, and constitutes the ranging point selection means for 1 and 2 operating a ranging 

point optional feature in drawing 1 , and 3 are focus rings used in case a release button and 4 are carried out with an 

interchangeable lens and 5 carries out focus adjustment by manual operation, the change for 6 changing shutter speed, 

a drawing value, the control method of a camera, etc. - the electronic dial which is a member - it is ~ the 

aforementioned ranging point selection » the selected position of a ranging point can be changed by pushing a member 

1 or 2 and making right and left rotate 1 ******** of these electronic dials 6 7 is a main part of a camera. 

[001 1] a functional setup whose 8 sets up a function according to liking of a photography person - it is a member and 

is the function currently generally called custom-made function It has come to be able to perform an individual setup, 
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such as whether to have registered the item which makes a setting change of the photography person by liking here, for 
example, to leave the point of a film at the time of rewinding, this functional setup - the function which can be set up 
can be called by a custom-made function's starting and rotating the aforementioned electronic dial 6 by pushing a 
member 8 once the time of ranging point selection [ in / this example / as one of the setting up function of the ] - the 
aforementioned ranging point selection - when a member 1 is operated, the function to set up whether it is made to 
move in the which direction from the present ranging point position is included 

[0012] the above composition - setting « first - a custom-made functional resource - using a functional setup - the 
move direction in the case of ranging point selection is set up by the member 8 and the electronic dial 6 that is, a 
functional setup - if a member 8 is pushed, an external display as shown in drawing 2 (a) should do - a custom-made 
function will be in a starting state Then, the electronic dial 6 is operated and a custom-made function number ("F-n") is 
changed into the thing (here "FIS") about the move direction of ranging point selection, and as shown in drawing 2 (b), 
it indicates by external. The state where the digital display under a custom-made function number is set up now is 
shown, and the move direction will be in the state by which it is shown in draw ing 3 (a) in this state ("0"). 
[0013] here ~ a functional setup - if a member 8 is pushed once [ further ], as shown in drawing 2 (c), a display 
changes to "1 " from "0", and the move direction will be in the state where it is shown in drawing 3 (b) once again ~ a 
functional setup — if a member 8 is pushed, it will return to the original setup (state of drawing 2 (b)) 
[0014] the aforementioned setup - carrying out - ranging point selection - a push of a member 1 once moves only 
one ranging point position to the right (or left) from the present selected position, as shown in drawing 3 (a) or drawin g 
3(b) 

[001 5] this ranging point selection — a member 1 is shown in drawing 1 , in order to make it be easy to operate it by the 
hand (usually left hand) except pushing the release button 3 - as — an interchangeable lens 4 side ~ and it is attached 
in the position near the thumb or the index finger holding this basis lens 4 of a hand 

[0016] the ranging point selection same to the main part 7 side of a camera as usual -- the member 2 possesses the 
ranging point selection by this was already described as — ranging point selection ~ ranging point selection is 
possible by pushing a member 2 and making right and left rotate the electronic dial 6 

[0017] Thus, even when two or more ranging point selection meanses exist, according to a situation, it can use by 
enabling ranging point selection, even if it operates which ranging point selection means properly, and the operability 
of ranging point selection will improve. 

[0018] Moreover, it is a setup and ** which a choosing point moves as the aforementioned move direction setup will 
be registered into a custom-made function so that four sorts of setup can be performed and is shown in drawin g 3 (c) - 
drawing 3 (f), respectively, when a ranging point exists also in the vertical direction. 

[0019] (The 2nd example) Draw ing 4 is drawing showing the side of the single-lens reflex camera in the 2nd example 
of this invention, and the portion with the same function as drawing 1 has attached the same sign. 
[0020] this 2nd example — setting - ranging point selection - the seesaw switch of two contacts constitutes the 
member 1 

[0021] Thereby, what was not able to carry out ranging point movement can make it able to move to a 2-way, and can 
make right and left (or upper and lower sides) move a choosing point only in the single direction freely in the 1st 
example. 

[0022] ranging point selection - when a member 1 is pushed on right and left, a ranging point is moved to right and 
left, or it is made to move up and down - that change - the setting up function of the move direction of the 1st 
example - the same - a custom-made function ~ registering - a functional setup - it is made to change using a 
member 8 and the electronic dial 6 

[0023] (The 3rd example) Drawing 5 is drawing showing the side of the single-lens reflex camera in the 3rd example 
of this invention, and the portion with the same function as drawing 1 has attached the same sign. 
[0024] this 3rd example — setting -- ranging point selection — the seesaw switch of four contacts constitutes the 
member 1 

[0025] It becomes easy to be able to make it move in the four directions and to move a ranging point vertically and 
horizontally freely from the present position by this. In this case, since it is not necessary to set the move direction as a 
custom-made functional resource, the setup is omitted. 

[0026] (The 4th example) Drawing 6 is drawing showing the side of the camera in the 4th example of this invention, 
and the portion with the same function as drawing 1 has attached the same sign. 

[0027] As for the ranging point selection member to which 1 constitutes a ranging point selection means, and 9, in 
dr awin g 7 , a lens shutter camera and 10 are the lens barrel sections. 

[0028] In this 4th example, the example possessing the ranging point selection means is shown in the lens shutter 
camera, and the operating instruction is performed like the 1st example, moreover, the ranging point selection in 
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drawing 6 a member 1 is easy to be a thing using the seesaw switch as shown in the example of the 2nd or 3 
[0029] (The 5th example) This 5th example adds the function which chooses a required thing as a custom-made 
functional resource among two or more ranging point selection meanses in the 1st - the 3rd example. In addition, since 
the composition of a camera is the same as that of drawin g 1 , drawing 4 , or drawing 5 , it omits here. 
[0030] first, drawin gj, ~ setting - a functional setup ~ a ranging point selection means is changed by the member 8 
and the electronic dial 6 that is, a functional setup - a push on a member 8 makes an external display as shown in 
dramng .7 (a) And if it changes into the thing (here "F16") about a ranging point selection means by operating the 
electronic dial 6, as shown in drawing 7 (b), it will be indicated by external, this state ("0") - setting - as a ranging 
point selection means - a ranging point - it is a setup for which a member 1 is used 

[0031] a functional setup - a display (1) when a member 8 is pushed once [ further ], as shown in drawing 7 (c) - 
becoming -- as a ranging point selection means -- ranging point selection - it becomes a setup for which a member 2 is 
used 

[0032] once again -- a functional setup - a display (2) when a member 8 is pushed, as shown in drawing 7 (d) 
becoming ranging point selection [ which ] a setup for which a member 1 or 2 is used - becoming - further - a 
functional setup - if a member 8 is pushed, it will return to a setup ("0") of a basis 

[0033] Ranging point selection is attained by performing operation shown in the 1st - the 3rd example after these setup. 

[0034] According to each above example, since a ranging point selection member can operate it with the left hand, 
ranging point selection can be performed easily, without misoperating. 

[0035] Moreover, since the ranging point selection member has been provided as usual in the main part side of a 
camera, it can use properly if needed and quicker ranging point selection is attained. Furthermore, though equipped 
with what does not have a ranging point selection member in an interchangeable lens side, as a camera, ranging point 
selection can be performed as usual. 

[0036] (Modification) In this example, although a change of the selected position of a ranging point is made the 
example, it may not be limited to this and you may be selection of a focal detection field or a photometry field etc. 
[0037] Although this invention makes the example the case where it applies to a single-lens reflex camera and a lens 
shutter camera, it is applicable also to cameras, such as a video camera. 
[0038] 

[Effect of the Invention] It is made to prepare the field selection means for choosing fields more arbitrary than the 
inside of two or more fields in a screen in a taking-lens side according to this invention, as explained above. 
[0039] Therefore, it becomes possible to raise the operability of field selection. 

[0040] Moreover, according to this invention, the 1st field selection means for choosing fields more arbitrary than the 
inside of two or more fields in a screen is prepared in the main part side of a camera, the 2nd field selection means is 
prepared in a taking-lens side, and it is made the composition as which at least one of the field selection means of the 
above 1st and the 2nd field selection means may be operated as a field selection means. 
[0041] Therefore, the field selection means of those who are easy to use can be used, and field selection can be 
performed quickly. 
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